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CHAPTER VIII

THE TWENTY-TWO

WHOM next, 0 Tinville ! The next are of a different
colour: our poor Arrested Girondin Deputies. What
of them could still be laid hold of; our Vergniaud,
Brissot, Fauchet, Valaze, Gensonne; the once flower
of French Patriotism, Twenty-two by the tale : hither,
at Tinville's Bar, onward from * safeguard of the French
People*, from confinement in the Luxembourg, im-
prisonment in the Conciergerie, have they now, by the
course of things, arrived. Fouquier-Tinville must
give what account of them he can.

Undoubtedly this Trial of the Girondins is the greatest
that Fouquier has yet had to do* Twenty-two, all chief
Republicans, ranged in a line there ; the moat eloquent
in France ; Lawyers too ; not without friends in the
auditory. How will Tinville prove these men guilty of
Royalism, Federalism, Conspiracy against the Republic?
Vergniaud's eloquence awakes once more; 4 draws
tears ', they say. And Journalists report, and the Trial
lengthens itself out day after day; * threatens to become
eternal % murmur many. Jacobinism and Municipality
rise to the aid of Fouquier. On the 28th of the month,
Hebert and others come in deputation to inform a
Patriot Convention that the Revolutionary Tribunal is
quite * shackled by Forms of Law' ; that a Patriot Jury
ought to have * the power of cutting short, of terminer Us
d&ate, when they feel themselves convinced'. Which
pregnant suggestion, of cutting short, passes itself, with
all dispatch, into a Decree.

Accordingly, at ten o'clock on the night of the 30th of
October, the Twenty-two, summoned back once more,
receive this information, That the Jury feeling them-
selves convinced have cut short, have brought in their
verdict j that the Accused are found guilty, and the